
Writers House
Anti-Displacement and Creative Placemaking

in West Philadelphia
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Presentation Notes
Hi, everyone. I’m __________, _______ at Writers Room, which is a center of Drexel’s College of Arts & Sciences. I'm here with …

Our writers suggest the avenues we travel and their passions have made all of our work possible. We have created a community, and they want to act as a community. Sharing stories, art, food, and life—together.


Our writers suggest the avenues we travel and their passions have made all of our work possible. They have created a community, and they want to act as a community. Sharing stories, art, food, and life—together.

Today we're going to give you a little bit of background about our program’s history, lay out our vision for a cooperative living network as an affordable housing strategy, and show you some of the work we’ve done towards making that collective vision a reality. 




DEVIN WELSH
Drexel BA English '20

"TRIPOD has helped 
me see the 
community around 
me as more than a 
collection of streets 
and buildings, but as 
a place with its own 
beautiful and 
complex story. It has 
made me crave the 
story in everything."
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Presentation Notes
Devin’s intro

Brief background, what it means to be a writer-in-residence



ROSALYN CLIETT
Writer-in-residence

"As an adult, you 
get to make 
decisions... 
predicated on your 
emotions, sparked 
by a taste, and the 
memory of how 
good something 
was, which creates a 
craving to try and 
recreate that feeling 
in time. Or simply by 
the aroma that 
permeates the air."
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Roz’s intro

Brief background, what it means to be a writer-in-residence



NATASHA HAJO
ArtistYear Fellow at Paul Robeson High School
Drexel BA English '19

"I could never 
describe what this 
group means to 
me. I don't think 
there are enough 
words. There are a 
few lessons I've 
learned, though, 
that I'll carry with 
me wherever I end 
up going."
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Tash's intro

Brief background, what it means to be a writer-in-residence



BRENDA BAILEY
Writer-in-residence

"We meet people 
and we have a 
mental picture of 
who they are but 
one day you see 
them through a 
different lens and 
realize that they see 
you as a person. And 
the picture in your 
heart changes. You 
see them as chosen 
family."
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Brenda’s intro

Brief background, what it means to be a writer-in-residence



KYLE HOWEY
Alumni Fellow at Writers Room
Drexel BA English '19

"It was never mine 
alone, but a Room 
for me to be a true 
part of, more so 
than a temporary 
inhabitant. What I 
gained was the 
opportunity to see, 
and practice 
seeing, myself and 
others. 
Awareness."
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Presentation Notes
Kyle's intro

Brief background, what it means to be a writer-in-residence



Year 5: HOME Symposium, October 2018
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Writers Room is a university-community literary arts program engaged in creative placemaking and art for social justice. We’re a diverse, intergenerational collective of faculty/staff, students/alumni and community residents. 

Our mission is to develop inclusive co-creative places that foster connection and community. We believe that when all stories are valued, emerging
and experienced writers can recognize and share in each other’s gifts.
�



Launch Day at the Dornsife Center for Neighborhood Partnerships, July 2014
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We began here at the Dornsife Center for Neighborhood Partnerships: Drexel’s urban extension center located at the edge of campus, at the border of neighborhoods Mantua and Powelton Village. 

This is launch day, July 2014. We held our first workshop, Your Book of Rooms: Come draw/scribble/color/write/share memories of a place you’ve called home.

Much of WR’s programming is located in a federal Promise Zone, an area of high poverty but also high opportunity to connect people to vital resources. In this area of more than 35,000 residents—a historically-rich majority African-American community bordering University City—the poverty rate is over 50%, nearly twice the overall Philadelphia rate of 26%. 

Students, including a large number of first-generation and international college students, are increasingly renting properties in this area due to the steep price of university housing and a desire for a more robust sense of home. Due to this movement, and Schuylkill Yards, a $3.5 billion development project, housing prices have been steadily and steeply rising with a 48% increase in a single year. 





Jordan McCullough at our first Anthology celebration, June 2015
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This is Jordan McCullough, son of Carol Richardson McCullough, both founding members of Writers Room, at the release of the first Anthology, our annual collection of work. The day after this picture was taken, I got an email from Carol telling me her apartment building had been sold to a developer. It was going to be turned into student housing and she had to move. 

So, from the very beginning, we understood that we are implicated in each others’ stories—and the seed for our writers house was planted.



�




HOME: Affordable Housing + Cooperative Living Symposium

First Tuesday workshop, May 2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our colleagues, students/alumni, neighbors, and civic leaders are all engaged in various discussions surrounding the changing face, heart, and soul of West Philadelphia—but these different communities rarely have the opportunity to exchange ideas in settings that invite thoughtful response. 

The work of Writers Room over the past six (!) years has been focused on bringing residents of West Philadelphia and Drexel into meaningful and productive conversation, using story as a way into honest dialogue and spurring the actions required to create a more equitable world for all of us. 
�



Dr. Cheryl Wall giving the NEA keynote, September 2016 
Carol McCullough + Cheryl Wall at our NEA kickoff concert, September 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2016 we received an NEA grant to run a 7-week/20-event festival inspired by the life and work of Zora Neale Hurston. The festival drew over 800 participants. This ​helped us realize our capacity to engage in meaningful research and action outside the workshop space.

By first listening to, and then following, the collective needs and experiences of our students and neighbors, Writers Room has entered into the evolving field of creative placemaking—leveraging arts and creativity to serve our community’s interests for change. Best practice creative placemaking is cross-discipline, cross-sector, and disruptive. 

And to be a writer is to look for the through-lines that intersect to make a larger narrative. Rather than reimagining what can be done inside disciplines, we can create connections across divides, generating new and necessary work.












Uk Jung, Studio Hada: Flexible House 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, together with neighborhood and university partners, Writers Room has embarked on a community-led design process for a writers house. 

In addition to providing space for public programming, the goal is to catalyze other intergenerational houses nearby, creating a network of homeowners and tenants whose shared interest in writing and storytelling forms the foundation for meaningful cohabitation. 

This, in turn, would tap into a larger national movement of intergenerational house-sharing that allows older homeowners to age in place, creating a strong, coherent community. 

Our ultimate goal is to drive new development that would allow renters to transition to home ownership through cooperative living. 

Uk Jung, a Mantua-based architect and Drexel alum, won best abstract from PlanPhilly for his “Flexible House” design for a rowhome. His
incorporation of multiple common spaces and his adaptation of design to the needs of residents are a perfect fit for the collaborative nature of Writers House.






Presenter
Presentation Notes
In May 2017, Writers Room was named a finalist for ArtPlace America’s National Creative Placemaking Fund for this anti-displacement project. Though we didn’t receive the grant, we have continued working with our extensive cross-sector partner network to make our collective vision a reality. 




Tripod writers-in-residence Norman Cain, Natasha Hajo, Mark Dawkins, March 2018 
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In September 2017, with the support of Canon, Writers Room developed TRIPOD: teams of Drexel undergrads, local residents, and high school students
documenting the changes taking place in our overlapping communities. 
 
Through this ongoing dialogue, now in its third year, it has become clear that the need for affordable housing to avoid our neighbors’ displacement remains the most pressing issue.

This seems like an appropriate image to pause on and talk about partnerships: Many of our partnerships—with the Mantua Civic Association, Powelton Village Civic Association, YouthBuild, ArtistYear, the Free Library, PMA, Canon, TD Charitable—have grown beyond their original frames. These human relationships have been critical to moving all of our initiatives forward and establishing our capacity to do more.





HOME 1: Neighborhood Histories Roundtable, October 2018
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Presentation Notes
In fall 2018, together with our partners, Writers Room and the School of Education embarked on a two-year, community-led participatory action research study of alternate housing options in the neighborhood. The project, “Anti-Displacement: The Untapped Potential of University-Community Cooperative Living,” was awarded a $200K grant from the Corporation for National and Community Service. 
 
The research project kicked off with HOME Symposium, a year-long series of three public talks and creative design workshops supported by TD Charitable Foundation.

HOME put experts on gentrification—both scholars and local civic leaders—and its related economic and social impacts into conversations with the residents and students affected by this ongoing change. 

We began with the history of development in the Mantua and Powelton neighborhoods as told by our neighbors: a conversation with De’Wayne Drummond and Gwen Morris from the Mantua Civic Association, Helma Weeks from the Powelton Village Civic Association, and Scott Knowles from the Department of History.
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Presentation Notes
[Here you see] an afternoon of guided writing workshops followed, during which participants wrote, shared, and listened to ideas and stories of home and we described what being part of a community sounds/smells/looks/tastes/and feels like for each of us. 




.




HOME 2: Healthy Living Forum, January 2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
January 2019’s Healthy Living Forum aimed to capture the essence of a functioning home by giving attendees the opportunity to examine how our spaces affect us. 
 
The forum was designed by D.S. Nicholas, Director of the [Drexel] Design Research MS and leader of the Integral Living Group, and one of our partners since the project’s inception in 2016.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a page from Dee’s lecture. 
 
We then heard flash talks from fellow Drexel faculty Uk Jung, Gina Lovasi, Yvonne Michael, and Rachel Schade in the areas of health and community.
 




HOME 2: Healthy Living Forum, January 2019

Presenter
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An interactive session drew out how creative practices can serve our living spaces, mapped pathways relevant to our daily routines, and generated ideas for improvement. 



HOME 3: Cooperative Living Design Workshop, April 2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
April 2019’s Cooperative Living Design Workshop focused on the dynamics between the private and the public in co-op living environments—what is needed to maintain privacy amidst a larger, shared community of cohabitation. Where are the thresholds in an ideal shared living space? 

The day’s events were led by Uk Jung and YouthBuild Philadelphia's George Jenkins.
 
 



HOME 3: Cooperative Living Design Workshop, April 2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before participants even arrived, YouthBuild students framed out rooms on the premises, which participants later explored and imagined inhabiting. 





HOME 3: Cooperative Living Design Workshop, April 2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Jung's hands-on workshop, we explored co-living principles that could be applied at a pilot house and throughout a neighborhood homesharing network.
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Here's one group's collaborative design.




HOME Book, 2018-2019
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We released HOME Book, a limited-edition boxed set of the creative and critical work generated throughout the series, in October 2019 at the national Conference on Community Writing. 

Drawn to a vision of higher education that connects with communities, CCW's 350+ attendees were teachers, scholars, artists, activists, and community organizers who use writing for education, personal revelation, public dialogue, and social change.





Connected Communities Kick-Off with Michelle Ortiz, September 2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON NOW

This fall, Year 2 of our anti-displacement research study began. 

We also launched Connected Communities, a year-long program series supported TD Charitable. We kicked-off in September with this painting + writing workshop with artist, activist, and educator Michelle Ortiz. 






Michelle Ortiz and Keyssh Datts at the Mural Opening, October 2019
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WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON NOW

Here’s one of two murals we installed with Ortiz at the Free Library on the Parkway. This panel is a portrait of Keyssh Datts, Robeson HS class of 2019, taken by Amy Gottsegen, Drexel class of 2019. It’s from one of the trip they took together, exploring campus. Afterwards, Amy wrote: 

“We’re in the main atrium; parchment colored bricks and wood paneling fill the background. A light warms near her face, which is turned down, barely containing a grin. Afterwards, we will go to the fire escape. Keyssh will tell me she’s afraid of heights, but she’ll venture out onto it anyhow.”  





Michelle Ortiz Mural Opening, October 2019
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WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON NOW

The 2nd mural is WR founding member Carol McCullough's hands holding a picture of herself as a child. Carol and her son Jordan were lead artists on the mural project. 



Design-Build Workshop with Tiny WPA , November 2019
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WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON NOW

We also worked with Lancaster Avenue-based Tiny WPA to create a communal table that will become the center of our Writers House. 







Collaboration with Mural Arts + People's Paper Co-op, July 2019
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WHAT WE'RE WORKING ON NOW

And next week artists Courtney Bowles and Mark Strandquist (from People’s Paper Co-op) will return to Writers Room to lead a writing workshop on building development without displacement. 

The collective goal of all of this work is to utilize the tools of writing to address the most vital concerns of all our participants, including the desire for alternative affordable housing options in West Philadelphia.







Rendering by Uk Jung, Studio Hada
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WHAT’S NEXT
We're working together with partners and stakeholders to make the project a reality: 
Drexel President John Fry has committed a university-owned property to our Writers House. We're in the process of determining the site with the most potential for our intergenerational collective: flexible and accessible. 
 
People’s Emergency Center, a local org and CDC with a long history of housing in the neighborhood, has agreed to work with us to pilot the first intergenerational co-living houses in our homesharing network. 
Mantua Civic Association and Powelton Village Civic Association have been involved from the beginning and are connecting us with older homeowners interested in living cooperatively and aging in place. 
Our university is supportive of the homesharing network concept. Our goal is to get designation as Drexel-affiliated housing so students can opt to live cooperatively with an older neighborhood resident or family instead of in university housing (or renting from a developer). 
YouthBuild has committed to the project. Their Greenbuilding students, already part of Writers Room, will not only gain expertise by renovating homes, they'll be building out a community that they could inhabit (instead of cutting a ribbon and moving on). 

We've brought the players around the table. Now we're fundraising for every phase of the project. 






Workshop

Tools for Equity Centered
Community Design
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SHIFT TO THE WORKSHOP

Antionette Carroll was living in Ferguson, Missouri when Michael Brown was killed there in 2014. She was part of the local effort to change conditions in her community and saw a need to reach out to involve more people in the solution. 

Carroll founded Creative Reaction Lab to empower community members to address local issues and become changemakers. She pioneered a new form of creative problem solving called Equity-Centered Community Design. 




creativereactionlab.com

Presenter
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In her 2018 Field Guide, Carroll writes, “As we strive for human equity, we have to be able to recognize inequity and recognize ourselves as designers who have the power to disrupt it.” 

ECCD focuses on a community’s culture and needs so that they can gain tools to dismantle systemic oppression and create a future with equity for all. It is a framework based on humility-building, integrating history and healing practices, addressing power dynamics, and co-creating with the community.  

From Writers Room’s inception, the ECCD method of co-creation has been at the core of its design. Now we're going to work on a few steps together to help you think about involving more people in the change you're trying to make. 





Step 1

Make a list:

Who are your
overlapping communities?

Presenter
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Neighborhood/residents, university students/faculty/staff (academic + administrative)




Step 2

Look at your list.

What do you understand 
about them?

Their needs and experiences?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Understanding the overlapping context in which you are doing the work.



Step 3

What would you like to know?

What questions do you still have?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Understanding the overlapping context in which you are doing the work.



Share in small groups.

Presenter
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Understanding the overlapping context in which you are doing the work.



Step 4

Planning.

What are my next steps?
What is my commitment?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Understanding the overlapping context in which you are doing the work.



Share as one group.

Everyone take a turn reading
(please).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Understanding the overlapping context in which you are doing the work.



Questions?



writersroomdrexel.org

@writersroomdrexel

@WritersRoomDU

Writers Room Drexel
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We love to collaborate. We play well with others. Hit us up. Let’s talk. 



 

 



creativereactionlab.com
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